Admirer's of Secret Past 


Horoscopes by Hannah & David 
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Libra- Maybe everything ~ 


“Aquarius- Life will slow 
down enough for you to 
reassess your trajectory 
and long term to-do list. 
Bring apen. 

Pisces- Time spent prac- 
ticing a skill or hobby is 
time well-spent. Lessons 
will stick more than usual 
this week. 


Aries- This is a week for re- 
sisting impositions. It’s ok 
to claim your own space. 
You're not being selfish. 


Taurus- Sometimes it 
feels like you're the only 
one making any goddamn 
sense at.all. Is anyone lis- 
tening? Yes. Keep it up. 


Gemini- Stay open this 
week. Say yes. Don’t plan 
ahead. The world will rise 


to meet you if you let it. 
Cancer- Being in agree- 
ment is not the most im- 
portant thing right now. 
Sometimes a little friction 
is good for the constitu- 
tion. 


Leo- Do the dishes. Fold 
the towels. Attending to 
your physical environ- 
ment will bring you more 
reassurance than you may 
realize. 

Virgo- Accept the char- 
ity of the hard moments 
this week brings. They're 
cause for reflection, not 
recrimination. 


is a mess right now. That's 
okay. Sometimes shit gets 
messy. There's beauty in it, 
regardless. 

Scorpio- You are graced 
with inordinately high 
ambitions this week, and 
the attendant energy to 
realize your goals. Take 
advantage while you can. 
Sagittarius- Don't rely on 
chance and coin tosses 
this week. Back up your 
freneticism © with — solid 
plans. 

Capricorn- Turn the tele- 
scope inward--regard the 
depth of your universe. 
There's an important les- 


son that can only be found 
via introspection. 


Ce, 


volume 2 
issue 86 


Holy shit! Welcome to the most legit is- 
sue of the Admirer EVER. Every person 
on the masthead is real albeit pseud- 
onymed. Every overheard was sent in. 
There is absolutely no artifice here to 
speak of. That certainly feels nice. 


Well as per usual it’s early early Tuesday 
morning and I’m nowhere near done. 
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9-15, 2014 


tall one cocks his slingshot with what 


appears to be an M-80 while another 
begins striking matches. Together they 
manage to launch a crackling red tube 
towards me through the misty gloom. 
It explodes in the air, an angry white 
puff, not five feet from where they 
stand. | scream and charge them— 
they’re blocking my route. They scatter 
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Ask Hannah Wren 


Dear Secret Admirer, 


The man that I’ve been dating for the 
past few months asked me to go out 
with him this past Thursday at 5. At 3, he 
left a voicemail saying that he was sorry, 
but that he had to cancel because an old 
friend was visiting suddenly from out of 
town. He didn’t specify if it was a male 
or female friend, and did not invite me 
to tag along. | was angry and a bit hurt 
that he would blow me off last minute, 
because I'd been very excited to see him. 
This is the second time he has canceled 
on me with a lame excuse, and | would 
never do this to him. | feel jealous that 
maybe he shirked me for a better offer 
that night, and | feel stupid for feeling 
jealous because we aren't exclusive or 
anything. Am | being stupid? | sent hima 
text saying, “Call me when you can pen- 
cil me in to your busy life.” He hasn't re- 
sponded and that was 3 days ago. | miss 
him and feel silly but | was legitimately 
hurt. Should | initiate an apology? 


-anon 
Anon, 


Ugh, yeah, | hear you. Being a social 
animal is the worst. | don’t think you're 
being stupid, so set that worry aside. 
The problems of living in the world 
with other people are THE problems, 


as far as I’m concerned. And God 
knows there's a particular indignity to 
feeling like you're devoting good en- 
ergy to someone you suspect might 
be blowing you off. There’s a word for 
it in German, I'm pretty sure. It’s no 
wonder you felt pissed/hurt/etc. That 
shit wounds the pride. And a little in- 
dignation on your own behalf - not a 
ton, but a small kernel of “Hi, hang on. 
| think | deserve more consideration 
than this.’— that’s a worthwhile feeling. 
Hold on to it. 


But then, what you do with that feel- 
ing, that’s the next thing. You went the 
passive aggressive route, which you 
seem already aware is maybe not the 
most productive one. | don’t think you 
need to apologize, but | do think it’s 
worth acknowledging that you were 
bummed (which he already knows, 
even if you told him sideways-like) 
and talking about it. Not necessarily 
at great length or anything, not with 
an agenda, not to lay down any sort of 
law. But because you've been dating a 
few months, and it sounds like you're 
sweet on this guy, and if it’s going to 
develop into a thing worth having, 
you'll have to find room for honesty. 
This is a pretty insignificant tangle, all 
told. So what a good chance to prac- 
tice. 


xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! - -- PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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It's raining outside and cars are hissing 
angrily down Lehigh. The stoplight by 
the office has been broken for almost 2 
months now. | heard an accident. Also 
there were two massive explosions 
that shook the building and set off car 
alarms just now. Hold on, I'm gonna go 
check on that actually. 


| ran outside to pursue the boom 
through thin, cold rain towards a col- 
umn of dark smoke, black against the 
orange glow of streetlight mist. A large 
propane tank exploded on the aban- 
doned railroad bridge above Tulip. I'm 
gonna switch to present tense if you 
don't mind. 


It's strange country up here, long 
abandoned, now only populated by 
rusty dinosaur skeletons—the hulls 
of rotting train cars. Trees grow up 
through timbers, twisting iron rails 
like wet spaghetti, reclaiming the dirt 
above the Tulip tunnel. | see a black 
ring of smolder steam, plants laying 
down in a radiating pattern, fragments 
of burnt steel, it was a propane tank 
alright. I’m studying the crater when 
a rock buzzes into my ass. Street ur- 
chins with slingshots share a cigarette, 
a Marlborough Light by the smell of it, 
most likely pilfered from an unguard- 
ed purse behind one of the windows 
ringed with flashing lights below. The 


to the shadows leaving their cigarette. 
Camel Light. | was wrong. Anyway. 
| come back down through a hail of 
taunts that make heavy use of the 
word faggot and now I’m writing this. 


What a day! 


So in other news, please show your 
support for the two fine folks helping 
me put this together. Make use of Ar- 
gyle's radical new to-do list. He also 
made the fetching banner at the top 
of this very page and that snake eating 
a frog below. Write in advice questions 
for Hannah. She's much better than 
Lyra or | was at it. She cares. 


And speaking of the devil, word has 
it that a certain ghost of Admirer past 
may come back for a few issues soon 
to bang out a choose your own adven- 
ture or two. 


But seriously, I'm just rambling right 
now. | ate a sandwich and drank a beer. 
It's 3 am and | need to start deliver- 
ing early to beat the worst of the rain. 
Dammit. One more rectangle of blank 
space. Actually it's kind of an L. 


Ok, uh, well i was walking around with 
Hannah and we found a queen of 
hearts card on the ground and then 


later, upon moving our table at Mug- 
shots Cafe (Stupid name, 


by the way. Prison isn't 
cute.) | found a king of dia- 
monds card. | collect play- 
ing cards that | find on the 
ground. If | make a full deck 
I'm going to use it for tell- 
ing fortunes. That's all. 


Goodnight. See you soon. 
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SERIAL 


From the folks that bring you This American 
Life, Serial is an ongoing story told through 
multiple episodes. Download the first 10 and 
binge at Serialpodcast.org, and if you'd like 
to see a second season, please consider do- 
nating a few dollars. 


WTF é Wacky é Facts! 

e A Bert and Ernie on 
Sesame Street are named after Bert 
the cop and Ernie the taxi driver in 
It’s a Wonderful Life. A Pound for 
pound, lemons contain more sugar 
than strawberries. A In 1963, base- 


ball pitcher Gaylord Perry said in an 
interview, "They'll put a man on the 
moon before | hit a home run." On 
July 20, 1969, a few hours after Neil 
Armstrong set foot on the moon, 
Gaylord Perry hit his first and only 
home run. A The amount of zinc 
and copper in a person's hair cor- 
relates directly to that person’s IQ. 
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A Proportional to their weight, hu- 
mans are stronger than horses. A 
Thomas Edison was phobic of the 
dark. A During an average American 
lifespan, one will consume and pass 
over 60,000 pounds of food. A A gi- 
raffe can stick its tongue into its ear. 
A The only reliable way to test for 
bad breath is to lick something and 
sniff it after it dries. A Parachutes 
were invented over 100 years before 
airplanes. A There are more collect 
calls placed on Father’s Day than 
any other day of the year. A Mel 
Blanc was allergic to carrots. A 
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Whatever dude, 
that shit's [ike 
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Overheard in Phila 


La Citadelle - 16&Pine 


young fast-talking gal- He looks like a GQ model. Totally not my type. 


Primo Hoagies 


guy- You know who you look like from the side? Billy Joel, when he got old. 


Front&Girard 


homeless gentleman- (singing to a passing dog) You're my honey, angel child. 


You're my boo boo forever. Thank GOD for letting me see you. 
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1. Limey mud 

5. Margarita spill 

10. Beak 

14. Sword 

15. A piece of armor to protect thighs 

16. Tree sloth 

17. Amazed 

19. Long-range missile 

20. Synthetic estrogen 

21. Snow Queen in Frozen 

22. One step up from a canter 

24. Capital of Norway 

25. Transmitters 

26. Medium of conveyance 

29. Break up 

30. Where candle pins fall 

31. Hell 

32. It's EME. | can't think of a fucking 
clue for this one. maybe like, an E 
that's rocking back and forth? 
Christ, it's late. 

35. Opt keys 

36. Directly 

37. Chew at 

38. Evander Holyfield got his bit 

39. Verbally punish 

AO. Italian Market sport 

41. Liveliness 

43. This Tom was troublesome 

44. We have 3 of these dimensions 

46. Brass 

47. Partial remission 

48. Sudden and acute sensation 

49. Gets pais to do 

52. Operatic solo 

53. Redirected energy 

56. Accomplishment 

57. Vast multitude 

58. Proceed without resistance 

59. Countercurrent 

60. A type of nether infection 

61. What your aunts are like without 
you around 


Travia Tire 


1. Fermented honey libation 

2. A vaulted recess on a building 

3. Soaks and softens 

4. Born late July, early August 

5. Moonshine machines 

6. Wonder Woman's weapon 

7. Cites workplace infractions 

8. DC is this to us 

9. Sonic 

10. Constructs 

11. Weather 

12. Struggle 

13. Red flags under the skin 

18. Egg baskets 

23. Blue dye 

24.5 has five of these 

25. Surge 

26. Wings 

27. Festivity 

28. Begged 

29. Should 

31. Pass prime 

33. Spiked club 

34, Pitcher 

36. 5 o'clock shadow kiss 

37. Formal dress 

39. Move in constant relation to a 
center axis 

40. River boat 

42. Stable as a table 

43. ABABCDCDEFEFGG 

44. Cave or ravine 

45. Whittled 

46. What Odysseus laid on food 

48. Almost but not quite 

49. Scheme 

50. Repose 

51. Lyric poems 

54. Gardening tool 

55. Meadow 


1- Who was Time Magazine's."Person of the 20th Century?" 


2- In what year was PA established? 
3- What is the max amount of characters 


allowed in. a tweet? 


4- What is the only bird mentioned in the Chinese Zodiac? 


5- What did my true love send me onthe 


7th day of Christmas? 
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